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urgent call to Franco, who was at that time in the Peninsula,
and who took command of the spearhead of the advance on
the same day of his arrival in Dar Drius by aeroplane. The
operation was carried out with such success, that after sur-
prising the enemy and putting them to flight, all the objec-
tives which could not be attained in the preceding operation
were achieved, with a minimum number of casualties.
While the work of fortification was going on in the new
positions. Franco, who was scanning ceaselessly with the aid
of his binoculars the different sectors of the front, noticed
that a strange phenomenon was occurring on a certain hill.
The Regular force, hard pressed, were beginning to retreat.
He saw something else. He saw how they were carrying back
on a stretcher the commanding officer of the Regulars,
identifying him by means of the cap that he held between his
hands. Franco understood all, and with that rapidity of judg-
ment peculiar to him he hastened on horseback to the place
where confusion and panic were demoralising the front line,
to take over their leadership, restoring them to their fighting
posts with cries and impulsive courage. The situation was
saved, and the day, which could have been fatal, ended
victoriously.
At the hour of retreat. Major Fontanes, who commanded
the Second Banner throughout the entire campaign, fell with
a bullet through his abdomen.
Fontanes knew fully the seriousness of his wound, "Pages
will save me," he gasped. But Doctor Pages was far away,
and the major died at dawn. "The Legion Is in mourning,"
said Franco, "it has lost one of its best officers. The soldiers
are sad, but they do not weep, for in their eyes there are no
tears left. They have seen so many of their officers and
comrades fall/*
In the month of April Dar Quebdani was occupied. With
this occupation could be considered ended the manoeuvre on